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Questions for Written Answer (dyslexia and related), New Zealand Parliament 2004 and 2006

8489 (2006). Kate Wilkinson to the Minister of Education (06 Jul 2006): What funding and assistance is available to primary school children diagnosed with autism? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The Ministry of Education provides funding and staffing according to special education needs and not on any specific classification of disability. Students with autism, depending on their specific needs, can access the whole range of funding and assistance available to primary school children. 

8490 (2006). Kate Wilkinson to the Minister of Education (06 Jul 2006): What funding and assistance is available to primary school children diagnosed with Aspergers Syndrome? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The Ministry of Education provides funding and assistance according to special education needs and not by any specific classification of disability. Students with Asperger Syndrome, depending on their specific needs, can access the whole range of funding and assistance available to primary school children. 

8491 (2006). Kate Wilkinson to the Minister of Education (06 Jul 2006): Is there a difference between the funding and assistance available to primary school children suffering from autism and those suffering from Aspergers Syndrome; if so, what is the difference and why 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The Ministry of Education provides funding and assistance according to special education needs and not by any specific classification of disability. Students on the autistic spectrum, including those with Asperger Syndrome, may access the whole range of funding and assistance available to primary school children, depending on their specific needs. 

8492 (2006). Kate Wilkinson to the Minister of Education (06 Jul 2006): What criteria are used, and by whom, when assessing a primary school child suffering from autism and Aspergers Syndrome as being eligible for funding and assistance.? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: Schools use a range of methods to assess special education needs. These include curriculum-related assessment of children and young people’s knowledge and skills, including physical skills, and careful observation and recording of behaviours. Full details of special education funding and criteria are available at www.minedu.govt.nz. 

8941 (2006). Kate Wilkinson to the Minister of Education (18 Jul 2006): What funding, if any, is available to assist primary school children with dyslexia? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: For students with literacy difficulties, the total expenditure last year was $45 million which included professional development for teachers and nearly $28 million for specialist support for individual children with reading and writing difficulties. For students with learning or behaviour difficulties, $71.9 million is appropriated for Resource Teachers: Learning and Behaviour ( RTLB), $31.8 million for Special Education Grants and $7.5 million for Enhanced Programme Funding. 

8986 (2006). Kate Wilkinson to the Minister of Education (19 Jul 2006): What proportion and what is the incidence of primary school children recognised as having dyslexia? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The Ministry of Education provides funding and assistance according to special education needs and therefore does not collect information on students by any specific classification of disability. 

16010 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister responsible for the Education Review Office (26 Oct 2006): What evidential base, if any, has ERO provided to the Minister to substantiate its claim that on average only one in three teachers identify gifted or special needs children across five subjects? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister responsible for the Education Review Office) replied: The evidential base for ERO information about teachers not using the information they have collected on student progress for planning and review was included in the ERO report "The Quality of Teaching for Years 4 and 8 for Diverse Groups of Students". This report is available on ERO's website www.ero.govt.nz. 
16008 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister responsible for the Education Review Office (26 Oct 2006): What are the variations that the Education Review Office has identified for the Minister in how achievement information is collected, analysed and used by schools to help different groups of students? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister responsible for the Education Review Office) replied: The Education Review Office found that the extent to which teachers collected, analysed and used achievement information varied considerably in relation to the groups of students and curriculum areas. Tachers were more likely to collect, analyse and use information on students' progress in Reading and Mathematics than in Speaking, Music, Technology and Social Studies. Teachers were also more likely to have collected, analysed and used information on the achievement of Mäori students than on Pacific students, students for whom English is a second language, special needs students and gifted students. 

16007 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister responsible for the Education Review Office (26 Oct 2006): What advice, if any, has the Minister received to indicate that workload issues are restricting the ability of teachers to teach gifted or special needs children? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister responsible for the Education Review Office) replied: I have not received any advice from the Education Review Office on this matter. 
16006 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister responsible for the Education Review Office (26 Oct 2006): What advice, if any, has the Minister received to indicate that class size is a factor in gifted or special needs children not being identified by teachers? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister responsible for the Education Review Office) replied: I have not received any advice from the Education Review Office on this matter. 
14137 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (11 Oct 2006): How much funding has been spent on assisting children with Attention Deficit Disorder in 2006? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The Ministry of Education Special Education allocates resources based on the special education needs of children and young people, not medical diagnosis. Data systems capture information about forms of support provided rather than medical diagnosis. 
14136 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (11 Oct 2006): How much funding was spent on assisting children with Attention Deficit Disorder from 1990 to 2005, broken down by year? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The Ministry of Education Special Education allocates resources based on the special education needs of children and young people, not medical diagnosis. Data systems capture information about forms of support provided rather than medical diagnosis. 
14135 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (11 Oct 2006): What database, if any, does Group Special Education use to record the number of children diagnosed with Attention Deficit Disorder each year in New Zealand? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The Ministry of Education, Special Education allocates resourcing based on the education needs of children and young people, not medical diagnosis. Therefore data systems capture information about learning support provided, rather than medical diagnosis. 
14134 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (11 Oct 2006): How much funding has been spent on assisting children with Autism in 2006? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The Ministry of Education, Special Education allocates resourcing based on the education needs of children and young people, not medical diagnosis. Therefore data systems capture information about learning support provided, rather than medical diagnosis. 
14133 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (11 Oct 2006): How much funding was spent on assisting children with Autism from 1990 to 2005, broken down by year? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The Ministry of Education, Special Education allocates resourcing based on the education needs of children and young people, not medical diagnosis. Therefore data systems capture information about learning support provided, rather than medical diagnosis. 
14132 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (11 Oct 2006): What database, if any, does Group Special Education use to record the number of children diagnosed with Autism each year in New Zealand? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The Ministry of Education, Special Education allocates resourcing based on the education needs of children and young people, not medical diagnosis. Therefore data systems capture information about learning support provided, rather than medical diagnosis. 
14131 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (11 Oct 2006): How many children in New Zealand have been defined as having “special education needs” in 2006? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The special education resourcing framework provides additional support for approximately 61,000 students with special education needs. This equates to approximately 8% of the school population. 
14130 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (11 Oct 2006): How many children were defined as having “special education needs” in New Zealand, broken down by year, from 1990 to 2005? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The special education resourcing framework provides additional support for approximately 61,000 of students with special education needs in the school population. Approximately 3% of this funding is targeted support for individual students with high needs. The remaining 5% is allocated to schools to support students flexibly based on need at any one time. 
12310 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (07 Sep 2006): How does the Ministry ensure that schools are able to meet the needs of students with special needs? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The Ministry ensures that schools are able to meet the needs of children with special education needs in a variety of ways. This includes employing specialists and advisers, delegating specialist provision to school providers, contracting for services, and funding additional specialist teachers to support students and classroom teachers. Resource Teachers: Learning and Behaviour provide support for children with learning and behaviour difficulties and their teachers. Funding is also allocated directly to all schools through the Special Education Grant. 
12309 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (07 Sep 2006): What guidelines or advice, if any, does the Ministry of Education have for schools with regard to “unintentional discrimination” by mainstream teachers against children with special needs in their classes? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The Ministry of Education has a range of documentation on its web site and in print to assist boards of trustees, principals and teachers to understand their responsibilities to all children, including those with special education needs. 
12308 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (07 Sep 2006): If the Minister does not agree that there is “chronic underfunding” for schools to support children with special needs in New Zealand, what evidence does he have to justify his disagreement? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: Total funding for New Zealand schools is now more than $4 billion a year, up from less than $3 billion in 1998/99. This includes $430m for special education support, a 50% increase since 1999. 
12307 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (07 Sep 2006): Does the Minister agree that there is “chronic underfunding” for schools to support children with special needs in New Zealand? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: No. Please refer to question number 12308 (2006). 
12306 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (07 Sep 2006): Has the Minister received any reports to indicate that a shortage of special needs education funding undermines attempts to mainstream special needs students within schools? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: No. 
12305 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (07 Sep 2006): What advice, if any, has the Minister received as to the extent to which schools have to use operational funding to support special needs children in mainstream classes? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: I am advised that all schools would use operational funding to support children with special education needs. All children enrolled in schools generate operational funding for schools and therefore access it. Children with special education needs are enrolled students, generate operational funding and therefore access it. 
11791 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (31 Aug 2006): Does the Minister support the efforts of the IHC to prepare a code of rights for children with special education needs? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The IHC is an autonomous organisation and makes it own decisions about how it works to support the needs of its clients and constituents. The Government supports the rights of all children to attend school and provides a range of services and resources to support schools to ensure children with special education needs are able to enrol, attend and achieve. 
11761 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (30 Aug 2006): Has the Minister had any reports from his Ministry on whether students with special needs are being discriminated against in their schooling? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: No. Ministry of Education offices work with schools and parents to resolve any individual complaints at a local level. 
11736 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (30 Aug 2006): How many employees were employed by the Ministry of Education at 31 July 2006? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The Ministry of Education had 3,281 employees at 31 July 2006. The increase in employee numbers since 2000 is largely due to the addition of 2,451 employees with the integration of the Special Education Service in 2002 and a further 80 employees (approx) with the integration of Early Childhood Development in 2003. 
10120 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister responsible for the Education Review Office (03 Aug 2006): What consideration, if any, of the “special character” of an integrated school does the Education Review Office take when selecting reviewers to undertake reviews of integrated schools? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister responsible for the Education Review Office) replied: Please see my answer to Written Question 09716 (2006). 
10118 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister responsible for the Education Review Office (03 Aug 2006): Does the Minister expect the Education Review Office to report on the “special character” of an integrated school as part of a review; if not, why not? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister responsible for the Education Review Office) replied: Please see my answer to Written Question 09716 (2006). The responsibility to "supervise the maintenance and preservation of the education with a special character provided by the (integrated) school" is that of the Proprietors of the integrated school, and not that of ERO. 
10093 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (03 Aug 2006): Does the Minster agree with the Hon Bill English that Catholic integrated schools have “less and less obvious connections to Catholicism”; and if the Minister does not agree, what are the reasons for his disagreement? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The special character of Catholic state integrated schools is the responsibility of the proprietors. 
10091 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (03 Aug 2006): What measures, if any, has the Minister taken to encourage integrated schools to retain their distinctiveness? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: None. Maintaining the special character of a state integrated school is the responsibility of the proprietor. 
10090 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (03 Aug 2006): Does the Minister agree with the Hon Bill English that the Government has tried to rein in the “innovation and dynamism” of integrated schools; and if the Minister does not agree, what is the basis of his disagreement? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: No. The special character of a state integrated school is the responsibility of the proprietor. 
9963 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (02 Aug 2006): What support would the Minister expect a teacher to be given in tackling disruptive behaviour in the classroom? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: There is a range of support available to teachers to assist them with the management of behaviour in the classroom. This support includes Social Workers in Schools, Resource Teachers: Learning and Behaviour, the Group Special Education Behaviour Service and the cross agency initiative, Strengthening Families. There is also a wide range of whole school programmes available that supplement schools’ behaviour management systems including Tu Tangata and Cool Schools. 
4980 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (09 May 2006): What were the specific financial problems that resulted in schools being excluded from consideration for inclusion in the Extending High Standards Project? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The financial criterion used to assess nomination for Extending High Standards Across Schools was: Schools in sustained operating deficit (two most recent years) or with negative working capital in the most recent year will not be considered for EHSAS unless the Schools Manager or Regional Manager can advise on special circumstances which may warrant their inclusion. Schools with a small, one-off deficit in the most recent year will not be excluded at this stage of the application process. 
4976 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (09 May 2006): What were the specific criteria used by the Ministry’s regional staff to eliminate 88 schools from the first stage in the process of identifying the schools that would be part of the Extending High Standards Project? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The Ministry’s regional staff were part of a wider team that assessed all stage one nominations for EHSAS against the following criteria: Professional capability - Indicators of professional capability include: (a) sound implementation and/or delivery of essential skills and essential learning areas (b) well supported professional development and evidence of professional learning communities (c) effective planning and classroom management (d) alignment of curriculum goals, resources, teaching and school practices Strategic direction Indicators of sound strategic direction are: (a) evidence of community engagement with the school (b) effective use of school plans Governance and management - Indicators of sound governance and management include: (a) sound management of the school, i.e. financial (refer below), property, personnel (b) well developed and positive school culture, vision, management, planning and assessment leadership The Ministry also considered the following: 1. School support / school improvement: Schools Monitoring and Support and National Operations Operational Policy to advise which of the current school support or schooling improvement schools would not be considered and which might be based on the nature of their involvement in school support/school improvement. 2. Reorganisations: National Operations Operational Policy to advise which schools have currently been involved in a reorganisation and which would and would not be considered based on the complexity of the reorganisation and the school’s management capacity. 3. Financial health: schools in sustained operating deficit (two most recent years) or with negative working capital in the most recent year will not be considered for EHSAS unless the Schools Manager/Regional Manager can advise on special circumstances which may warrant their inclusion. Schools with a small, one-off deficit in the most recent year will be given the “benefit of the doubt” and further consideration will be given to their application when additional evidence is provided in stage two. 4. Other: schools with limited statutory managers (LSM) in place will not be considered for EHSAS unless the Schools Manager/Regional Manager can advise on special circumstances which may warrant their inclusion. Regional staff drew information for their assessments from ERO reports and schools annual reports. 
4975 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (09 May 2006): How were the specific criteria determined by the Ministry’s financial advisors to use to eliminate 88 schools from the first stage in the process of identifying the schools that would be part of the Extending High Standards Project? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The Ministry’s financial advisors were not specifically asked to assess nominations for Extending High Standards Across Schools. However, they may have been asked by the regional Schools Managers to comment on specific cases. For example the financial criteria allowed for special circumstances to be considered where a school may have otherwise been excluded on the basis of financial health concerns. 
4974 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (09 May 2006): What were the specific criteria used by the Ministry’s financial advisors to eliminate 88 schools from the first stage in the process of identifying the schools that would be part of the Extending High Standards Project? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The Ministry’s financial advisors were not specifically asked to assess nominations for Extending High Standards Across Schools. However, they may have been asked by the regional Schools Managers to comment on specific cases. For example the financial criteria allowed for special circumstances to be considered where a school may have otherwise been excluded on the basis of financial health concerns. 
2663 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (23 Mar 2006): Has the Enhancing Effective Practice in Special Education (EEPiSE) project yet identified any best practice models for the collaboration and networking between schools on special education issues; if so, what are they? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: Please refer to the answer to PQ 02662 (2006) 
2662 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (23 Mar 2006): Has the Enhancing Effective Practice in Special Education (EEPiSE) project yet identified any excellent practice models for the delivery of special education in New Zealand schools; if so, what are they? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The evaluation of the Enhancing Effective Practice in Special Education (EEPiSE) programme is due to be completed at the end of June 2006. Final reports from participating schools are due at the same time. A report of the earlier pilot study in the EEPiSE programme is available from the Ministry of Education website at http://www.minedu.govt.nz/index.cfm?layout=document&documentid=10052&indexid=9825&indexparentid=7961. 
2661 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (23 Mar 2006): What is the current status of the Enhancing Effective Practice in Special Education Programme? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The Enhancing Effective Practice in Special Education (EEPiSE) programme will conclude at the end of June 2006. Participating schools are currently preparing to present the findings from their involvement at a series of regional, school-led symposia in June 2006. 
2291 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (16 Mar 2006): What is the total number of students currently attending Special Schools in New Zealand? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The most recent data available is at 1 July 2005. This shows that there were 2,784 students attending Special Schools in New Zealand. 
2290 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (16 Mar 2006): What is the total Government funding for Special Schools in the 2004/2005 financial year? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: Total Government funding for Special Schools in the 2004/2005 financial year was $98,209,868 excl. GST. 
1609 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (06 Mar 2006): What is the Ministry of Education’s policy on allowing integrated schools to increase their rolls? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: If proprietors wish to increase the roll of an integrated school above the current maximum roll, they must seek the agreement of the Minister of Education who will (i) need to be satisfied that there is no surplus space in other integrated schools of the same special character which pupils may reasonably conveniently attend; (ii) consider the network of state schools and determine if there is surplus accommodation in the state network which pupils may reasonably conveniently attend; (iii) require the proprietor to show how they will provide for extra accommodation. 
1121 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (24 Feb 2006): What valid assessment practices could be used by a school to make decisions as to how the Special Education Grant could best be used? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: Schools can use the same assessment practices as those considered valid for use for all children. 
1120 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (24 Feb 2006): What definition is being applied to the term "moderate special educational needs"; is there any systematic nationwide identification of students with such needs being undertaken? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: Schools are best placed to identify, understand and prioritise the needs of students with moderate special educational needs. This is why Special Education 2000 provided schools with direct funding to help them support those students in a more flexible and efficient way. 
1119 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (24 Feb 2006): What examples of highly effective practice in the use of the Special Education Grant have been identified? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The Education Review Office is currently writing a good practice report on schools use of the Special Education Grant. This report will be available later this year. 
1118 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (24 Feb 2006): What is the extent to which schools are required to consult with the parents of individual students when designing a special education programme for those students paid for by the Special Education Grant? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The Ministry of Education’s best practice handbook ‘Managing the Special Education Grant’ sets out an expectation that the school community is actively involved in setting special education priorities and how these goals can be met. 
1117 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (24 Feb 2006): How accurately are schools required to measure the effectiveness of learning programmes funded by the Special Education Grant and designed for children with special educational needs? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: All schools are required by the National Education Guidelines to maintain an on-going programme of self-review in relation to curriculum and assessment programmes for all students. 
1116 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (24 Feb 2006): Has the use of the Special Education Grant improved learning outcomes for students with special educational needs within their local schools; if so, how? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: Yes. The Education Review Office evaluated the use of the Special Education Grant in schools in June 2005. Improvements in learning outcomes included: students feeling positive about their programmes; feeling happier and more confident at school than they had before; good overall attendance records; increased participation in classroom activities; and some improvements across the curriculum. 
1114 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (24 Feb 2006): Is the Minister satisfied that the Special Education Grant is providing equitable resourcing of those children with similar needs; if not, what proposals has he under consideration to address that? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The Special Education Grant is based on school rolls and decile ranking as research confirms that the incidence of students with special educational needs is greater in lower decile areas. The Enhanced Programme Fund is provided for schools with a disproportionate number of students with moderate special education needs. 
1111 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (24 Feb 2006): Is the Minister satisfied that one of the key objectives of Special Education 2000, that of providing equitable resourcing for those children with similar needs, is being met by way of the Special Education Grant? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: Yes. Every school receives the Special Education Grant so that they can provide additional support to students with moderate special educational needs. These needs are best identified locally. 
883 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (22 Feb 2006): Is the Minister satisfied with the standard and depth of the briefing that he received from the Ministry of Education in October 2005 on issues relating to schools with special education needs; if so, why; or if not, why not? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: Yes. 

18976 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (01 Dec 2006): Would the Minister support a move to have dyslexia officially recognised in New Zealand as a possible means of improving the learning of some children in New Zealand schools? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: No. The Ministry of Education already provides a wide range of specialist learning support for children experiencing a wide range of difficulties with reading, spelling and writing. 
18975 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Justice (01 Dec 2006): What reports, if any, does the Minister have from the Ministry of Education to reassure him that schools are not failing to identify children who are struggling to learn because of dyslexia? 

Hon Mark Burton (Minister of Justice) replied: Reply due: 11 Dec 2006 
18974 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Justice (01 Dec 2006): Would the Minister support a move to have dyslexia officially recognised in New Zealand as a possible means of reducing the rate of youth offending? 

Hon Mark Burton (Minister of Justice) replied: Youth offending is associated with a large range of individual, family, community, school and peer factors. Usually these factors interact with each other and so no one factor, such as learning difficulties, may be said to be responsible for youth offending. Interventions to reduce youth offending must address the complex nature of the problem. Focusing on a single factor is unlikely to be successful. A comprehensive, cross-agency approach, such as is contained in the Government’s Youth Offending Strategy, is needed. Under the Youth Offending Strategy the Ministry of Education has responsibility for raising the educational achievement of children and young people at risk. This may of course involve addressing learning difficulties and any other cause of educational failure. 
18973 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Justice (01 Dec 2006): What reports, if any, does the Minister have from the Ministry of Justice as to the percentage of youth offenders appearing in court in New Zealand who suffer from dyslexia? 

Hon Mark Burton (Minister of Justice) replied: I have no reports from the Ministry of Justice on this matter. I am advised that Courts do not routinely collect information of whether youth offenders suffer from dyslexia, although information on learning difficulties may be brought to the attention of the presiding judge. 
18972 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (01 Dec 2006): What reports, if any, does the Minister have from the Ministry of Education to reassure him that schools are not failing to identify children who are struggling to learn because of dyslexia? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: I receive regular reports that assure me that schools are using a range of assessment tools to identify children who are experiencing learning difficulties with reading, spelling and writing. 
18971 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (01 Dec 2006): What resources, if any, does the Government make available to schools to assist children with dyslexia? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: The government rmakes available to schools a wide range of resources which they can access to support children with identified learning difficulties in reading, spelling and writing. These include Reading Recovery teachers, Resource Teachers: Literacy (RT:Lit), speech language therapists, School Support Literacy advisors and Resource Teachers: Learning and Behaviour (RTLB). 
18970 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister of Education (01 Dec 2006): What reports, if any, does the Minister have from the Ministry of Education to reassure him that the practice of not “labelling” children with dyslexia still allows children with dyslexia to be identified and helped in the schooling system? 

Hon Steve Maharey (Minister of Education) replied: I receive regular updates on the specialist support provided for children identified as having difficulties with reading, writing and spelling. 
18969 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister for Disability Issues (01 Dec 2006): What were the resources that the Minister was referring to when she told the Dyslexia Foundation of New Zealand that the education system had resources to help children with difficulties? 

Hon Ruth Dyson (Minister for Disability Issues) replied: Reply due: 11 Dec 2006 
18968 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister for Disability Issues (01 Dec 2006): What type of difficulties was the Minister referring to when she told the Dyslexia Foundation of New Zealand that the education system had resources to help children with difficulties? 

Hon Ruth Dyson (Minister for Disability Issues) replied: Reply due: 11 Dec 2006 
18967 (2006). Allan Peachey to the Minister for Disability Issues (01 Dec 2006): Would the Minister support a move to have dyslexia officially recognised in New Zealand as a means of helping some New Zealanders overcome a disability? 

Hon Ruth Dyson (Minister for Disability Issues) replied: Reply due: 11 Dec 2006 
4834 (2004). Hon Richard Prebble to the Associate Minister for Social Development and Employment (07 Apr 2004): How many people, if any, are on an invalids benefit because they are dyslexic? 

Hon Rick Barker (Associate Minister for Social Development and Employment) replied: The Ministry of Social Development SWIFTT system does not have a category that records those in receipt of IB due to dyslexia. A designated doctors assessment is required when granting IB. The designated doctor must indicate that a client is permanently and severely restricted from work because of sickness disability injury or total blindness. Permanent is defined as the sickness, injury or disability is expected to continue for at least 2 years (or terminally ill and is not expected to live for more than 2 years). Severely means that a person can not regularly work 15 hours or more per week in open employment. 
188 (2003). Deborah Coddington to the Associate Minister of Education (Special Education) (12 Feb 2003): What programmes are in place to assist dyslexic students, and what funding is specifically allocated to implement these programmes? 

Lianne Dalziel (Associate Minister of Education (Special Education)) replied: There are a number of programmes and approaches that are used by schools to assist students with specific learning difficulties that affect literacy (dyslexia). There are four possible forms of additional resourcing that schools can access when putting these programmes in place - the Special Education Grant (SEG), Resource Teachers: Learning and Behaviour (RTLB), Resource Teachers: Literacy (RT:Lit) and Learning Support Funding. 

4888 (2005). Bernie Ogilvy to the Associate Minister of Education (11 Apr 2005): What proportion of the Special Education Grant is determined by a school’s decile rating? 

Hon David Benson-Pope (Associate Minister of Education ) replied: I am advised that the Special Education Grant has two separate components. A base grant (currently $1105.21), and a roll driven decile component. 91.41% of the Special Education Grant is distributed on the basis of the roll driven decile component. For each individual school, the proportion of the Special Education Grant that is determined by the school's decile rating depends on the school's roll. The actual proportion that is determined by the decile rating can range from 14% in the smallest school to 99% in the largest school. 

4889 (2005). Bernie Ogilvy to the Associate Minister of Education (11 Apr 2005): How much has the government spent on the Special Education Grant, for each year over the last five years, ? 

Hon David Benson-Pope (Associate Minister of Education ) replied: I refer the member to the attached table. 

PQ 04889

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

$ 30,160,000 $ 31,075,000 $ 31,412,000 $ 31,639,000 $ 31,854,000

4890 (2005). Bernie Ogilvy to the Associate Minister of Education (11 Apr 2005): How much has been spent in total on special education, for each year over the last ten years? 

Hon David Benson-Pope (Associate Minister of Education ) replied: The total funding for special education over the last ten years is outlined in the attached table. I am advised that the Ministry does not separately identify funding spent on the categories oulined in the members questions for written answer 4891 (2005) and 4892 (2005). 

Special Education Funding 1995/1996 to 2004/2005 $'000

Year 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 Total

Funding 

151,111 167,644 201,600 244,660 290,390 312,369 321,112 349,068 374,572 388,929 2,801,455

4891 (2005). Bernie Ogilvy to the Associate Minister of Education (11 Apr 2005): How much has been spent on providing special education teaching, therapy, or other direct assistance to students, for each year over the last ten years? 

Hon David Benson-Pope (Associate Minister of Education ) replied: I refer the member to my answer to question number 4890 (2005). 

4892 (2005). Bernie Ogilvy to the Associate Minister of Education (11 Apr 2005): How much has been spent on administering special education, for each year over the last ten years? 

Hon David Benson-Pope (Associate Minister of Education ) replied: I refer the member to my answer to question number 4890 (2005). 

4893 (2005). Bernie Ogilvy to the Associate Minister of Education (11 Apr 2005): How many students received special education funding of some kind, specified by level of need, for each year over the last ten years? 

Hon David Benson-Pope (Associate Minister of Education ) replied: I am advised that the Ongoing and Reviewable Resourcing Schemes (ORRS) and the School High Health Needs Fund (SHHNF) are the only schemes that deliver specific funding on a per student basis. All other special education funding is delivered to providers - either schools or SES/GSE who then use the funding to provide services and other support. The number of students funded through ORRS and SHHNF are 7,459 for 2004, 7,340 students in total for 2003 with 7,370 students in 2002 and 7,328 students for 2001. The number of students funded for high or very high needs through ORRS was 7,301 in 2000, 7,052 students in 1999 and 6,209 students in 1998. The School High Health Needs Fund commenced in 2001 and the Ongoing and Reviewable Resourcing Schemes in 1998. Students did not have funding allocated on an individualised basis prior to these initiatives. 

4898 (2005). Bernie Ogilvy to the Associate Minister of Education (11 Apr 2005): How many students have received Enhanced Programme Fund (EPF) funding, for each year over the last five years? 

Hon David Benson-Pope (Associate Minister of Education ) replied: The Enhanced Programme Fund (EPF) was introduced to help schools refine or further develop effective special education programmes for students with moderate special education needs. As such schools apply for and are funded for these programmes. To date (2005) there have been four funding rounds of EPF. I am advised that a total of 347 schools have received funding for a maximum of three years. The individual programmes within schools that are funded may target individuals, small groups or whole school programmes. 

17451 (2004). Sandra Goudie to the Associate Minister of Education (02 Dec 2004): What financial and specialist supports are available to families of children with Autism Spectrum Disorder to enable them to home school their child? 

Hon Marian Hobbs (Associate Minister of Education) replied: All parents who wish to home school their children must apply to the Ministry of Education for a formal exemption from schooling. Once this has been agreed, some financial support is provided. Students who are home-schooled and who are in the Ongoing and Reviewable Resourcing Schemes (ORRS) or supported through the other high-needs initiatives have access to the same specialist supports as students with similar levels of need who are enrolled in schools. 
